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I wish to offer my heartfelt thanks to our Trustee board, our 
passionate and devoted staff team and to all of you who 
engaged with us throughout the year. Whether you 
participated face to face, socially distanced, online, or a 
mixture, we are truly grateful for your engagement, and hope 
that you continue to enjoy opportunities with the Foundation 
moving forward. 

Of course, our work would not be possible without the 
ongoing support of Sheffield United Football Club and our 
local and national partners. These relationships helped us to 
navigate the uncertainty that 2019-2020 provided and 
enabled us to create a tremendous amount of positive impact 
in our communities and for that, we are very grateful.

I am extremely proud of our Foundation, our club, and our city. 
It is important, now more than ever, that we continue to work 
together to provide supportive and meaningful 
opportunities for the people of Sheffield. 

Because together, we are #morethanfootball. 

Chris Bailey 
Head of Foundation

Our Strategy & StrandsIntroduction
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At the end of what has been a very testing period for us all, I 
am delighted to share our Impact Report for the 2019-20 
delivery year with you. You will see, that despite the 
challenges faced, the Foundation, and our people, worked 
extremely hard to ensure we continued to support the 
Sheffield community through difficult times. 

As a charity of the city, with people at the heart of our 
organisation, we remain committed to our vision of helping to 
make Sheffield “a healthy, empowered and inclusive 
community” and continue to diversify our activities to tackle 
local, national and global challenges.

Working with people is very inspiring, and this report 
highlights some of the powerful stories that focus on the 
positive changes people have made to their lives and their 
achievements as a result of being part of the Foundation 
family in such an uncertain year. 
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Our year in N U M B E R S 

1 1 , 51 1  pa r t i c i p an ts 5606  sess ions 
de l i ve red

251 ,307  hou rs  o f 
de l i ve r y

81 ,459  a t tendances

21  hours 
con t ac t  t ime  p e r 

pa r t i c i p a n t
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£396.9K£396.9K
SOCIAL VALUESOCIAL VALUE

47 Care  Packages 
de l i ve red  t o 

i so l a ted  pa r t i c i pan ts

9272
I ns tag ram  L i ve 

V i ews

23  P ro j ec ts
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TACKLING INEQUALITIES. PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES. 

Ability Counts // 16+ // 5 Sports Centres across Sheffield
Blades Inspired (SEND sport) // 5-18 years old // 6 Schools across Sheffield 

Curriculum Support // 5-11 years old // 4 Schools across Sheffield 
Extra Curricular Clubs // 5-11 years old // 7 Schools across Sheffield

Fans Fighting Cancer // 16+ years old // English Institute of Sport 
Football Camps // 5-14 years old // 5 Sports Centres across Sheffield  

Foundation Degree // 18-30 years old // Bramall Lane
Futures Programme // 16-19 years old // Sheffield United Football Academy

Grassroots Club // U9-Open age // SGP Westfield 
Kinder Joy of Moving // 9-10 years old // 18 Schools across Sheffield 

Men’s Football Scholarship // 16-19 years old // Norton Sports Park & Handsworth FC
Mental Health Football // 16+ years old // Goodwin Sports Centre
NCS // 16-17 years old // 12 Schools & Colleges across Sheffield

Premier League Kicks // 8-18 years old // Sessions across 10 postcodes
Premier League Primary Stars // 5-11 years old // 30 Schools across Sheffield

Sheffield United Scholars // 16-18 years old // Sheffield United Football Academy
Traineeships // 16-24 years old // Bramall Lane

Walking Football // 16+ years old // Springs Leisure Centre 
Wildcats // 5-11 years old // 5 Sports Centres across Sheffield 

Women’s Football Scholarship // 16-19 years old // Handsworth FC
United in Health // 5-11 years old // 12 Schools across Sheffield 

You v Train // 11-18 years old // 4 Schools across Sheffield.
YOYO Sport // 8-18 years old // Sessions across 10 postcodes

Our Strands & Projects
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WORKING IN 63 SCHOOLSWORKING IN 63 SCHOOLS
ACROSS 20 POSTCODESACROSS 20 POSTCODES
IN 32 SPORTING VENUESIN 32 SPORTING VENUES



Education & Training
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This year saw the Education & Training department expand across the 
city into two brand new development centres at Handsworth FC & 
Norton Sports Centre. This has provided the young people of Sheffield 
the opportunity to get an accessible experience with a quality of 
delivery that would rival many professional football settings. 

Our Foundation Degree & Traineeships have new homes at Bramall 
Lane. This means that our higher education learners get the opportunity 
to study in a professional environment, sharing their learning 
environment at the home of a premier league football club. 

Finally, this year also saw the launch of our exclusive Women’s 
Foundation Degree, which we look to develop and grow over the 
coming years as more and more women are pursuing careers in the 
Football and wider sporting industry. 

What have we done:
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Ove r  230 
S tuden ts  i n 

19/20

100% 
comp le t i on  ra te 

o f  a l l 
qua l i f i ca t i ons 

100% g rowth 
on  t he  women’s 

p rog ramme

75% o f  Yea r  13 
Men  ach i eved 
above  t a rge t 

g rade

98% wou ld 
r ecommend  ou r 

cou rses  to  a 
f r i end

100% o f  ou r 
s tuden ts 

be l i eve  t ha t  ou r 
t u to rs 

cha l l enge  them 
to  ach i eve  mo re

85% pos i t i ve 
p rog ress i ons



Richard’s Story
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Having started his journey with the Football & Education academy back 
in 2016, current third-year degree student, primary school and 
academy football coach, Richard Caley, is the perfect example of what 
can be achieved through Sheffield United Community Foundation’s 
education platform. 

Richard built up an excellent reputation whilst studying on the BTEC 
study programme. Richard’s work-ethic and personal drive ensured that 
he finished college with a respectable grade amongst a bank of 
practical work experiences. 

As a natural progression, Richard decided to stay with the education 
academy to complete his University degree. Having expressed a 
passion for sports coaching, this was a natural fit for Richard as it 
allowed him to combine his academic studies with voluntary 
experience across a variety of the Foundation’s different strands. 

This in turn provided him opportunities to apply theoretical knowledge 
during his weekly coaching practice, which helped contribute to his 
personal and professional growth. 

Fast forward to 2020, Richard’s reputation and responsibilities 
throughout the foundation have grown considerably. 

Richards’ post-16 career has gone full circle having been recently 
appointed to coach academy students, that only a few years back, he 
was one of himself.

TACKLING INEQUALITIES. PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES. 

WWW.SUFC-COMMUNITY.COM // @COMMUNITYSUFC



Health & Wellbeing
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What have we done:

15

The Health and Wellbeing Strand is here to help those that need it most 
and our services range from Fans Fighting Cancer to Mental Health 
Football. From helping the elderly to those experiencing illnesses or 
loneliness, we exist to create a happier and healthier Sheffield. We are 
here because we believe that everyone deserves to be Mentally, 
Socially and Physically Healthy.

This year saw new opportunities to grow the Fans FC and Mental Health 
Support programmes, in which we were able to help even more people 
in different ways.

During our response to the global pandemic, we tailored our activities to 
support people to stay healthy at home, delivered care packages that 
would support mental wellbeing and reached out to our participants 
with phone calls and covid safe visits. 

19/20 finished with a variety of online and face-to-face sessions to bring 
health to the forefront of people’s minds.

Ove r  100 
pa r t i c i pan ts 

engaged

De d ic a te d 
m e n ta l  h e a l t h 

p ro g ram

5  we e k l y  o n l i n e 
s e s s io n s

Ove r  £10 ,000 
s p e n t  o n  c a re 
p ac kag e s  to 
c o mmu n i t i e s

A g e s  f r o m  18 -87 3  vo l u n te e rs 
c re a te d
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Shaun’s Story
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Shaun Pearson has been a part of Fans Fighting Cancer for the past 
three years. Shaun first heard of our programme when his son was 
diagnosed with Leukaemia and attended one of our walking football 
sessions. Shaun then joined his son at one of our sessions when he was 
diagnosed with prostate cancer back in 2015.    

Shaun is now a key member of our Fans FC group and he has improved 
his fitness, stamina and strength as a result of taking part in physical 
activity every week. Not only that, Shaun highlights the importance of 
the nature of the group, having met lifelong friends, from sharing 
experiences and offering each other support. 

Shaun said: “It is much better than waiting in a doctor’s office or 
hearing long words that don’t make much sense.

“I have gained confidence and motivation [from the group] to keep 
busy and achieve things that I never thought were possible.”

On taking part in the Fans FC sessions, Shaun said: “I’ve enjoyed it that 
much that I want others to experience that, encourage people that extra 
support is available outside of the waiting room and give back to our 
community.”

Shaun has now started to transition into coaching and is undertaking his 
FA Level 1 coaching badge as well as his FA Playmaker and 
UK Coaching Mental Health Awareness in Sport qualification through 
the Sheffield United Community Foundation. 

Shaun said: “Taking a lead gives me a real buzz and Fans Fighting 
Cancer gave me the opportunity to achieve something I have always 
wanted to but never thought possible.”
 

“I want to help create more groups and demonstrate that sessions can 
be fun and that you can meet new friends whilst playing football.”

“It can give people something to look forward to, even when things may 
seem negative.”

Health and wellbeing coordinator, Josh Blunkett said: “Shaun has been 
inspirational, it is a testament to himself on how much he helps me and 
the team, but also how much he encourages and offers support to
 others.  

“He is always the friendliest face in the room; I am looking forward to 
seeing him in his next steps in becoming a qualified coach and sharing 

his experiences with even more people as part of Fans Fighting 
Cancer.”  

TACKLING INEQUALITIES. PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES. 
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National  Cit izen Service

The NCS team have worked tirelessly in order to adapt their delivery 
to remain safe and give the young people of Sheffield something to do 
this summer. A total of 49 young people participated in the Keep Doing 
Good Programme taking part in delivering nearly 2,000 hours of social 
action in just 4 weeks! A great achievement by everyone involved.

The social action projects included raising awareness around local 
homelessness for the Cathedral Archer Project, raising money for Shef-
field Children Hospital Charity by walking a marathon and renovating a 
garden for Roundabout Youth Housing so that the service users have a 
nice outdoor space to enjoy. All of these projects are nothing short of 
amazing and the achievements of the young people are remarkable, 
producing all that they have in such a short space of time.

Gareth Beer, Wave Leader: “I couldn’t be prouder of the young people 
and staff who have put in so much effort this Summer, especially under 
the current circumstances.

“This Summer definitely brought about its own challenges, but it was 
lovely to see so many young people keen to help get Sheffield back on 
its feet by giving up their time and energy to help those that truly need 
it. I can’t think of a time when groups have come together and gelled so 
quickly, and at the same time been so focused on making a difference.

“Each of the projects delivered has meant so much to the charities and 
having spoken to them all since, they couldn’t be happier with the ef-
forts put in by each of the teams. It has been a great reminder that even 
in difficult times, there’s always some good that can come out of it.”

What have we done:
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49  young  peop le 
pa r t i c i pa ted  conduc t i n g 

1 ,722  hou rs  o f  soc i a l 
ac t i on  f o r  ‘ Keep  Do i n g 

Good ’

83  yo u n g  p e o p le 
p a r t i c i p a te d  c o n d u c t i n g 

2 ,586  h o u rs  o f  s o c i a l 
ac t i o n  d u r i n g  A u tu mn 

A c t i v i t i e s

214  g rad u a te 
e n g ag e me n t  h o u rs

Ove r  40  h o u rs  o f  s c h o o l 
s u p p o r t  e mp loyab i l i t y 
s e s s io n s ,  t a i l o r e d  f o r 

e ac h  Sc h o o l  o r  Co l l e g e 
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Holly ‘Keeps Doing Good’with 
Summer NCS

23

TACKLING INEQUALITIES. PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES. 

WWW.SUFC-COMMUNITY.COM // @COMMUNITYSUFC

Holly took part in our Summer NCS Programme back in 2019. At the 
time she was very nervous but she stuck with it and flourished over the 
three weeks that she spent with us. She became much more confident 
and as a result her leadership skills improved. 

After taking part in our NCS programme, Holly decided to get involved 
with our graduate programme. Our graduate programme is an 
extension to NCS where we deliver sessions on a monthly basis, 
covering a variety of different topics. These sessions have helped Holly 
to develop her skills further and gave her the chance to keep giving 
back to the local community through social action projects.

Now a fully-fledged member of the Sheffield NCS Local Action Group, 
Holly works with her counterparts to better the local community and 
provides a positive voice for the young people of Sheffield. 

2020 has taken an unexpected turn for everyone and by taking part 
in our NCS ‘Keep Doing Good’ programme, Holly and the NCS team 
that she was a part of, volunteered their time to renovate local charity 
Roundabout’s garden. 

NCS Coordinator, Cara Harrison, couldn’t speak more highly of Holly. 
Cara said: “Seeing Holly before and after NCS is like chalk and cheese.

“She has become more and more confident and her leadership skills 
have grown so much.

“She has come out of her shell a lot more and the world is her oyster!’



Part icipation & Inclusion
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What have we done:
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Using the power of sport, we provide opportunities for children and 
young people in Sheffield to develop their physical and personal skills 
through participation, education, inclusion, personal development and 
social action initiatives. Our aim is to provide opportunities for everyone 
to participate and progress in physical activity and/or sport and 
establish safer, stronger and more inclusive communities. 

In 2019/20 we delivered a variety of projects such as Premier League 
Primary Stars developing children’s confidence and resilience, Premier 
League Kicks improving social cohesion and providing opportunities for 
young people to play football in some of our most deprived 
communities, and EFL Joy of Moving to improve children’s physical 
health and mental well-being.

Covid-19 significantly affected regular delivery on our projects in March 
2020 but that didn’t stop us encouraging participation at home.

Throughout lockdown we delivered virtual activities like Back Yard 
Blades, Step Up Sheffield Daily Challenges, Joy of Moving Home School 
Festival and our first face-to-face activities on our Premier League 
Primary Stars Summer School during the summer holidays.

31  P r ima ry  S ta rs 
Pa r tne r  Schoo ls

91  Te ac h e rs 
Su p p o r te d  i n  PE

17  G i r l s 
Fo o tb a l l  Te ams

138  SEND  Pu p i l s 
En g ag e d  i n  PE  & 

Sc h o o l  Sp o r t

7811  Joy  o f  Mov in g 
Ho me  Sc h o o l 

Fe s t i va l 
En g ag e me n ts

TACKLING INEQUALITIES. PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES. 



Nida’s Story 
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For as long as she can remember, 17-year-old Nida has wanted to be a 
professional footballer.

And although her training has been disrupted by the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Sheffield United Community Foundation have been on 
hand to keep her motivated to help her realise her dream.

Nida has been playing since she was five, first enjoying school sessions 
run by the Foundation before joining its Premier League Kicks 
programme four years ago.

And Nida showed how she has progressed by working hard to win one 
of the skills challenges, claiming a new pair of football boots in the pro-
cess.
 
INSPIRATION AND MOTIVATION

“Winning the prize was crazy,” she says. 
“I was trying to learn that individual skill for a few weeks and when I saw 
it was the challenge, I thought, ‘I have really got to get this now.’

“The period of lockdown has been frustrating but they have given me a 
focus. I have been working on my football every day.

“Without it I would not be putting so much effort in, just sitting around 
watching telly. I wouldn’t have had that motivation to keep going.

“I want to be a professional to show that I have had my setbacks and 
barriers, and I want to show people from a BAME background that you 
can make it if you work hard.

“I want to thank Sheff Utd for inspiring me and motivating me to do bet-
ter and giving me lots of opportunities that I wouldn’t have got without 
them.”
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“I have always loved football,” she says. “It allows me to express myself.
“The Kicks sessions were all boys but after a while I joined in with them 
and I just loved it. I’ve been part of the programme ever since.”

“I want to thank Sheff Utd for inspiring me and motivating me to do 
better” - PL Kicks participant Nida

Playing in Kicks has not only given Nida an outlet to develop on the 
pitch. It has also steered her away from negative influences in her local 
community.

“The local area is deprived. There’s lots of drugs and gangs,” she says. 
“Kicks helped me stay away from that because if you want to play foot-
ball and you want to make it, you can’t go down that path.

“Without Kicks, I’d probably be on the roads, hanging around and caus-
ing trouble.

“You spend more of your time training and trying to make yourself a bet-
ter player. It’s had a really positive impact on me. It’s made me a better 
person.”

BARRIERS TO PLAYING

The staff at the Community Foundation have also given Nida the sup-
port and confidence to pursue her footballing dreams despite there 
being barriers and challenges at home.

“I come from a background where there’s sometimes been a lack of 
support,” Nida says. “It’s difficult.

“I wouldn’t have people on the sidelines cheering me on and if I wanted 
to go to any football tournaments, I had to try to find a way there.

“Sheff Utd used to provide transport and there are people that I can talk 
to. The people at Kicks, they support you. Individual staff call you. I can 
go to them with any problems that I’ve got.”

That mentoring has not stopped during the pandemic.

Sheffield United have been in regular contact with Nida and the rest of 
the PL Kicks participants, as well as setting up educational and skills 
challenges to keep the young people engaged.

TACKLING INEQUALITIES. PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES. 



COVID-19 COVID-19 Response
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2020 was the year of  adapting.  Here is  what we did 
during lockdown.. .

TACKLING INEQUALITIES. PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES. 

Step Up Sheffield
‘Step Up’ Sheffield was made up 
of daily challenges set by our sport 
coordinators to engage children 
and families over lockdown. 

Backyard Blades
We created a football skills 
challenge for young people to try 
at home with Sheffield United 
players Sander Berge, Lys 
Moussett and Veatriki Sarri.  

Hidden Gem
Health & Wellbeing created a 
‘Hidden Gem Challenge’ which 
inspired participants to find and 
share beauty spots near their 
homes as part of their hour of daily 
exercise.

Care Packages
Our ‘Care Package’ initiative was 
created to deliver packages to 
those that needed them. Each 
package consisted of hand 
sanitizer, books, quizzes and much 
more. Over 100 Care Packages 
were delivered accross Sheffield.  

Online Learning
All Education & Training delivery 
moved online via Google meet
and Google classroom. 

#PLKicks Digital
We collaborated with Sheffield 
United and local organisations to 
deliver Instagram Live workshops.

Joy of Moving Festival
Schools and families were 
encourgae to take part in daily 
activity as part of the JOM festival. 

#PLPS Summer School
Summmer schools were put on 
to help transition primary school 

children back into learning. 



89 Year Old Sheff ield United 
Grandad Celebrates The Return 

Of Footbal l !
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Lifelong Blades fan Laurence, is an 89-year-old care home resident at 
Greenacres Grange, Worksop.

Ahead of the Blades’ eagerly awaited first match since lockdown, 
Sheffield United Community Foundation gifted a new Sheffield United 
shirt to Laurence. Delivered by hand by one of our team members, 
Laurence was utterly delighted with the surprise.

Laurence’s story came to light when he struck up an unlikely friendship 
with 13-year-old Doncaster Rovers fan Millie. During Covid19 lockdown, 
Millie and Laurence have shared their love of all things football with 
Greenacres Grange’s Adopt a Grandparent Scheme.

Laurence was delighted with his shirt and said, ‘Fan-bloody-tastic!’.

The Home Manager, Joanne Layden said: “Laurence was so pleased 
with his shirt. He cannot wait for the return of football! It is such a 
privilege to support Laurence to continue to celebrate football. Our 
Adopt A Grandparent scheme and this gift from Sheffield United 
Community Foundation has created some very special memories for 
him.”

It has been a privilege for Sheffield United Community Foundation to 
bring some cheer to Laurence during these very difficult times.
Enjoy the game Laurence, Up the Blades!
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Contact Us 
 

@CommunitySUFC
enquiries@sufc-community.co.uk 

www.sufc-community.com 
0114 261 9883

Blades Business Hub, John Street, Sheffield. S2 4QX
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